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CONFIDENTIAL MUNICH 0470 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, CSCE, SHUM, RO 

SUBJECT: FEBRUARY 17 NY TIMES STORY ON PAUL GOMA AND 
ROMANIAN DISSIDENTS 

REF: BUCHAREST 1069 

1 . RFE HAS DISCUSSED WITH CONGEN NY TIMES CORRESPONDENT 
MALCOLM BROWNE'S FEBRUARY 17 STORY DATELINED BUCHAREST. 

STORY APPARENTLY INDICATES PAUL GOMA HAS BEEN ARRESTED AND 
SOME OTHER SIGNATORIES OF "OPEN LETTER" HAVE APPARENTLY 
ALSO BEEN DETAINED. 

2. CAN EMBASSY CONFIRM BROWNE'S REPORT OR IS EMBASSY UNABLE 
TO GO BEYOND SUPPOSITION BY MANOLIU AND STEFANESCU RE- 
PORTED IN LAST SENTENCE PARA 2 REFTEL? 

3. BEGIN FYI. RFE WILL NOT RPT NOT USE BROWNE STORY 
UNTIL REPORT OF ARREST OR DETAINMENT OF GOMA ET AL CAN BE 
CONFIRMED FROM ANOTHER SOURCE. END FYI.BETTS 
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